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Article inAmerican PsychologicalAssociation JournalSays Few Children HarmedIf They Consented

Pro-Child Advocates Challenge Study Legitimizing Pedophilia
By Joseph A. D'Acositno

Infurialcd by the American Psychological
Association's puhlicalion of a study that says
few childrcn experience lasting "harm" from
molestation if they "consent" to it, the Family
Research Council (PRC) gathcrcd congress
men, scientists and victims of pedophiles at
the National Press Club May 12 to rebut the
study.

Addressing the crowd via video, radio talk
show host Dr. Laura Schlcssingcr strongly
condemned the paper. The psychological
association has a made a point of saying that
it has made no "endorsement" of the study,
despite publishing it in the Psychological
Bulletin. "If it's science,"asked Schlcssingcr,
"why areiiTtheyendorsing it? And if it's not
science, why are they publishing it?"

The study's autlioi's researched whether
abu.scd college students currently suficr from
psychological hann because of their histoiy of
.sexual abuse as children and concluded tliat

they rarely do if the abuse was "consensual,"
and es|)ecially if the abuse was between a man
and a boy. Tlicstudy suggests thata "willing
[.sexual] encounter" l>ctwccn an adult and a
child should "be lalxilcd sitnply 'adult-child
sex,' a value-neulnil term," instead of "abuse."

"A study which tells psychologists not to
assume that sex lx.Hwccn nonrclalcd adults and

minors is harmful is iiTc.sponsiblc," said House

Mi: D'Ajiailhin i.\ m tixsisUiiU eililor of Hums
fi/JV/S.

MajorityWhip Tom DeLay (R.-Tex.). "Wliat I
am about to say is so self-evident tliat I never
would have imagined a need to say it," said
Rep. Dave Wcldon (R.-Fla.). "It is morally
wrong for adults to have sex with children.
Children are not capable of giving consent to
sexual encounters witli adults."

Schlcssingcr said powerful forces are at
work to undermine the consensus in Ameri

can society that pedophilia is wrong. "Much
of Hollywood entcilainment features border
line jxidophilia now," she said. "Tlic Amer
ican LibraryAssociation discourages any u.se
of filters to protect children from sexually
explicit material. It even recommends for
teenagers a website called 'Go Ask Alice!'
which contains instmctions on how to clean a

cat-o'-nine-lails after sadomasochistic sex."

Same Tactics Were Used

To Impose Homosexuality
Richard Cohen, a member of the National

Association for Research and Therapy of
Homosexuality (NARTH), said that the
American Psychiatric Association and tlie
American Psychological Association are
moving toward the legitimiziUion ofiicdophil-
ia. Both groups use a book produced by the
psychiatric association called the Diagnostic
and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders
(DSM), now in its fourth edition. "Fiist,

pedophilia was listed as a mental disortlcr,"
said Cohen, who .said he experienced sexual
abuse as a child. "Now, in the DSM IV, it is
listed as a disorder if it causes personal men
taldistress. This is thesame pattern they used
on the way to normalizing homosexuality."

In fact, Ihe DSM now defines all mental
disorders subjectively: Tliey are considered
disorders only if the subject is distressed or
impaired. Under "Pedophilia," the DSM IV,
publi.shcd in 1994, lists threecriteria for diag
nosing a pedophile and states in tlic second
criterion thata |x:dopliile should bediagnosed
as suchonly if his "fantasies, sexual urges, or
behaviois cause clinically significant distress
or impainncnt insocial, occupational, orotJier
important areas of functioning."

hi contrast, the previous version of the
DSM, the DSM IIIR (1987), has almost
exactly the same criteria except that criterion
No. 2 says, "Tiie person has acted on these
urges, or is markedly distressed by them."
Thus, in DSM IV, acting out pcdophiliac
utges no longer makes someone ipsofacto a
pedophile.

At tlicpressconference. Rep.Matt Salmon
(R.-Ariz.) promised to intioduce a resolution
condemning the study, called "A Mcta-
Analytic Fxaniination of Assutned Properties
of Child Sexual Abuse Using College
Satnpics." Bob Florcs, senior counsel for the
FliC, pointed out that "this study will be u.scd
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in court" by dcfcn.se lawyers because it was
published in a reputablejoumal.

Dr. Judith Rcisman, author of Kinsey:
Crimes c6 Consequences, traced the increas
ing acceptance of sexual deviancy among
American scientists and the public to Alfred
Kinsey, the famous researcherwho published
books in the '40s and '50s claiming that sexu
al deviancy was comtnon. Reistiian, who
pointed out that Kinscy's study samples were
weighted heavily with prisoners atid college
students, noted that "the sexual torture of

2,035 children" in the name of science formed
the basis for Kinscy's conclusion that childrcn
from a vciy early age desire and seek out sex
ual activity,and that this is perfectly nonnal.

For more information, call NARTH at
818-789-1801 and the Family Research
Council at 202-393-2100.


